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Yet, while allowing a certain force to this objection
I would point out, first of all, that even in sense-percep-
tion, what the individual mind is immediately certain
of is its own sensations. The relatively perfect cer-
tainty which finally attaches to the presentative side
of sense-perception is precisely that which finally at-
taches to the results of introspection.

In the second place, it may be said that the con-
trast between the inner and the outer experience is
much less than it seems. In many cases our emotions
are the 'direct result of a common external cause, and
even when they are not thus attached to some present
external. circumstance, we are able, it is admitted, by
the use of language, roughly to compare our individual
feelings. And such comparison is continually bring-
ing to light the fact that there is a continuity in our
mental structure, that our highest thoughts and
emotions lead us back to our common sense-impres-
sions, and that consequently, in spite of all individual
differences of temperament and mental organization,
our inner experience is in all its larger features a
common experience.

I may add that this supposition of the common
nature of our internal experience, as a whole, not only
underlies the science of psychology, but is implied in
the very process of detecting and correcting errors of
introspection. I do not mean that in matters of
feeling " authority " is to override " private judgment.7'
Our last resort with respect to things of the mind is,
as I have said, that of careful self-inspection. And
the progress of psychology and the correction of illu-
sion proceed by means of an ever-improving exercise